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Read the following selection. Then answer questions 1-14.

The Rules of Basketball
In the game of basketball, the object is for the players on one team to outscore the

players on the other team during a certain time period. To do this, the players throw the
ball towards and down through an opposing team’s basket. When the opposing team has
the ball, the other team’s players try to keep them from scoring.

Trying to score, either underhand or overhand, is called shooting. Teams get
points for shots that are good. One point is given for making a free throw from the foul
line. Two points are given for making a shot from inside the three-point line, and three
points are given for making a shot from outside the three-point line.

In most basketball games, play lasts from forty to forty-eight minutes. Some
games are divided into four parts of play known as “quarters.” Some are divided into two
parts known as “halves.” The official game clock runs only when the ball is in play. It
does not run during the “half-time,” which is a fifteen-minute rest period halfway through
the game. There is also a shot clock. It is used to stop one team from keeping the ball
away from their opponents. When the shot clock buzzer sounds, the team holding the ball
must give it to the opposing team.

When the game starts, players may advance the ball in several ways, which
include passing, throwing, dribbling, or by taking shots at the basket. A player may not
advance the ball by kicking it, striking it with a closed fist, or hitting it with his head.
Dribbling the ball is bouncing it from the floor to the hand while moving forward. A
player who moves with the ball without dribbling it will be called for “traveling.”
Bouncing the ball with two hands is called “double-dribbling” and is against the rules.

A violation resulting from illegal contact with an opposing player is called a
“foul.” After a certain number of fouls have been committed, the opposing team is
awarded “free throws.” These are shots taken by a player who stands on the foul line. No
other player can try to stop these shots.

Arguing with a referee or fighting with another player can bring a “technical”
foul. A coach or a player with two of these is tossed from a game. Hitting someone too
hard is called a “flagrant” foul. Players who commit “flagrant” fouls can be tossed out of
a game. Sometimes these players are not allowed to play for the rest of the season.

1. This passage is about:
A. college rules and regulations
B. professional rules and regulations
C. basketball rules and regulations
D. none of the above
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The Rules of Basketball

2. Which detail explains half-time?
A. It’s a fifteen-minute rest period halfway through the game.
B. It’s a ten-minute rest period after the first quarter.
C. It’s a twenty-minute rest period halfway through the game.
D. none of the above

3. What often occurs after a player is fouled?
A. He or she gets to shoot a free throw.
B. He or she is sent to the bench.
C. He or she is tossed out for a flagrant foul.
D. none of the above

4. What is the difference between a game clock and a shot clock?
A. The game clock runs only during half-time, and the shot clock runs while the
     game is in play.
B. The shot clock runs only when the ball is in play, and the game clock runs

                 throughout the entire game, including time-outs and half-time.
C. There is no difference between them.
D. none of the above

5. What happens when a player travels with the ball without dribbling it?
A. He or she can be called for double-dribbling.
B. He or she can be called for a flagrant foul.
C. He or she can be called for traveling.
D. none of the above

6. What does this passage tell you about the importance of having rules in a game?
A. Rules are not always fair to both teams.
B. Rules help the home team and hurt the opposing team.
C. Rules ensure that all players are treated fairly.
D. none of the above

7. What can you conclude about flagrant fouls from this passage?
A. They can cause a player to miss the rest of the season.
B. They keep the game exciting for the people watching.
C. People who commit them are not penalized.
D. none of the above
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The Rules of Basketball

8. The passage indicates that players throw a ball through “an opposing team’s basket.”
    What does opposing mean?

A. same
B. concurring
C. professional
D. none of the above

9. Why did the author write the second paragraph?
A. to explain the difference in quarters and half-dollars
B. to explain the importance of rest in a game
C. to explain the points given for shooting
D. none of the above

10. Which is the best summary of this passage?
A. Defense wins more games than offense.
B. Some players play dirty, and some don’t.
C. There are a lot of rules in basketball.
D. none of the above

11. Which is the BEST place to find out more about basketball rules?
A. in a school yearbook
B. in a guide to the game of volleyball
C. in an essay on sportsmanship
D. in a book entitled Basketball, the Greatest Game on Earth

12. What is another good title for this passage?
A. Basketball Players Come from Different Backgrounds
B. Players and Coaches Should Not Argue with Referees
C. Basketball is a Sport Played by Only the Best Athletes
D. none of the above

13. Which detail tells you about a free throw?
A. It is attempted from the foul line.
B. A successful free throw adds two points to the score.
C. It is attempted from outside the three-point line.
D. none of the above

14. What happens after the game begins?
A. Players may kick and head-butt the ball.
B. Players may run with the ball without bouncing it.
C. Players may throw the ball underhand or overhand.
D. none of the above
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Read the following selection. Then answer questions 15 through 28.

The Growth of the Suburbs
You hear the word “suburb” all of the time, but do you know what it means?

The dictionary indicates that  a “suburb” is an area outside of a city where people live.
The differences between a suburb and a city used to be simple. In cities, people lived
in apartments and houses with no yards. In suburbs, there were no apartments, and
people lived in houses with yards. This meant cities had more people, and suburbs had
more yard space.

That changed in the United States in 1970. That was when more people started
living in suburbs than in cities. Since then, numerous apartment houses have been
built in the suburbs, and now, lots of people in suburbs have no yard space.  Many
suburbs have more people than many cities.

People used to work mostly inside the city limits. Schools, businesses, and
hospitals were inside the city limits. Houses and farms were outside the city limits.
Those areas were called “bedroom communities.” That was because workers went
back to them at night to sleep. Soon, schools and shopping centers were built in the
suburbs. Today, they also have offices, retail shops, auto dealers, and other businesses.

Workers needed to get to their jobs in the cities, so suburbs were first built
near train or trolley tracks. Later, better roads were built, and more people bought
cars. Then it became easier to live in the suburbs and drive to work in the cities.
Driving to and from the city to work everyday is now called “commuting.”

Today, many suburbs are much larger than the cities they are near. One such
suburb is Mesa, Arizona. Mesa began as a suburb of Phoenix, Arizona. It is now
larger and has more people than Phoenix. Mesa is larger than lots of big cities in other
parts of the United States, and it is still growing!

Some new suburban areas have been planned with their own schools and parks
and downtown areas. They have grocery stores, retail shops, and other small
businesses so many people can walk to them from their homes. Many people also
walk or ride a bus to work nearby, and schools are built nearby, too. The idea is to
keep so many cars from filling up the roads. In time, however, these areas may grow
as large and crowded as big cities, and they will have the same traffic problems.

15.   What is the main topic of the first paragraph?
A. It talks about dictionaries.
B. It explains the characteristics of a suburb.
C. It talks about apartment houses.
D. none of the above

16.   What detail tells about modern suburbs?
A. They are smaller than they used to be.
B. They are crowded and dirty.
C. They are larger than many cities.
D. none of the above
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17.   What happened in the United States right after better roads were built?
A. Trains stopped running.
B. People bought more cars.
C. More people had car wrecks.
D. none of the above

18. According to the passage, how were cities and suburbs once different from each
        other?

A. Cities had more people living in them.
B. Suburbs and cities are the same thing.
C. Suburbs had more factories.
D. none of the above

19.  What caused “bedroom communities”?
A. people driving into the suburbs to work
B. people building homes with more bedrooms
C. people driving into cities to work
D. none of the above

20.  What can you tell about trains from this passage?
A. They have a lot of wrecks.
B. People depended on them before cars.
C. They cost more than cars to use.
D. none of the above

21.   What can you conclude about the new, planned suburban areas?
A. People in them use taxi cabs rather than cars.
B. They have few recreational activities.
C. Traffic will probably not be a problem in the future.
D. none of the above

22.   Based on its use in this passage, what is the meaning of the word communities?
A. neighborhoods
B. counties
C. states
D. all of the above
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23.  Which is more important to the author of this passage?
A. entertaining the reader
B. scaring the reader
C. educating the reader
D. none of the above

24.  What is the best summary of this passage?
A. Living in the suburbs has grown very popular in the United States.
B. Everyone is moving back to the cities.
C. There is a lot of crime in the suburbs.
D. none of the above

25.  Where would you look for directions to the suburban area nearest to you?
A. in an index
B. in an atlas
C. in a car magazine
D. none of the above

26.   How is Phoenix different from Mesa?
A. Mesa is a suburb; Phoenix is a city.
B. Phoenix is a suburb; Mesa is a city.
C. One is in Arizona; the other is not.
D. none of the above

27.   What causes commuting?
A. driving into town to shop on weekends
B. too many cars on the road
C. living in one place and working in another
D. none of the above

28.  What can you infer about traffic problems from this passage?
A. Suburban planners are trying to prevent them.
B. They don’t bother anyone.
C. They don’t happen in more crowded areas.
D. none of the above
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Read the following selection. Then answer questions 29 through 44.

Tracking Teenage Drivers
Do you have an older brother or sister who drives? My sister just started driving,

and although I would never tell her, I think she’s a good driver. My dad says she does
okay, but numbers from the National Highway Safety Institute say most sixteen-year-olds
are not good drivers. They say kids that age crash and die three times more often in car
wrecks than all drivers. That’s hard to believe, but I guess they can’t lie about it.

Anyway, all my sister ever wanted was her driver’s license. She didn’t sleep at all
the night before she tested for her learner’s permit, and before she tested for her real
license, she didn’t sleep for a week! Our parents said they didn’t sleep either, but they
also said that was because they were worried. All they could think about was my sister
having a wreck.

My sister said she would be careful and wouldn’t act stupid behind the wheel, but
that didn’t stop them from worrying. Then our dad told us about some articles he read on
helping teens drive safely. One of them talked about in-car video cameras, like the ones
they use in school buses. These cameras video everything that happens in the car, so if
the driver speeds, runs a stop sign or a red light, or gets into races, the camera videos all
of it. Then your parents can watch the video and ground you for life. Cute, huh?

You know those spy satellite systems that follow everything from enemy
positions on the battlefield to airplanes at 40,000 feet? Now, some parents use them to
track their teen drivers through their cell phones. Parents can tell where you are driving
all of the time. So, no more going places you were told not to go!

It only gets worse! If your parents are willing to pay $2,500, they can buy a so-
called “black box.” This sends speed and braking information from your car to their
home computer. How about being greeted at the front door by an angry parent holding a
record of that? They can spy on you for a lot less, too. For example, there’s the Tell-My-
Mom.com bumper sticker. The sticker doesn’t do anything, but it lets other drivers report
your tag number to a web site. Then your parents can check to see if you’ve been a bad
boy or girl behind the wheel.

By this time, my sister was visibly upset. “Next thing I know, you’ll put a nanny
cam in my backpack!” she yelled.

“Now, why didn’t I think of that?” my dad said with a big grin.

Anyway, I don’t know about you, but I’m not thrilled to hear about these things. I
mean, who knows what they will have to spy on me by the time I get my license? With
that in mind, I asked my dad if he was going to put any of those things in any of our cars.
At first, he stared straight at my sister and me and said nothing. Finally, he asked, “How
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do you know I haven’t already?” Then he laughed so hard he could barely get up and
leave the room!

Now, I’m desperately hoping someone invents ways to get around these spy
tricks before I start driving, and for the first time in my life, I feel very sorry for my
sister!

29. This story is mostly about:
A. helping teenagers be better drivers
B. spying on your kids
C. spying on your parents
D. none of the above

30. Which detail tells you that teenagers are not the best drivers?
A. articles the narrator’s father read
B. numbers from the National Highway Safety Institute
C. facts from insurance companies
D. none of the above

31. What happened before the narrator’s sister tested for her learner’s permit?
A. She did not sleep all week.
B. She partied all night.
C. She slept very well all week.
D. none of the above

32. How is Tell-My-Mom.com like the “black box”?
A. They both cost a lot.
B. They are both cheap.
C. They both spy on teen drivers.
D. all of the above

33. What caused the narrator to feel sorry for his sister?
A. Their mom grounded his sister.
B. Their dad grounded his sister.
C. His sister got a ticket.
D. none of the above
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34. What can you infer from the passage about the narrator’s relationship with his sister?
A. They fight a lot and don’t like each other.
B. They get along very well.
C. There is not enough information to answer this question.
D. all of the above

35. What can you conclude about the narrator’s parents?
A. They mostly ignore their kids.
B. They want their kids to be safe.
C. They are too strict on their kids.
D. none of the above

36. The narrator says he is “desperately hoping. . .” for something. What does he mean?
A. He wants it very much.
B. He doesn’t care about it.
C. He doesn’t think he’ll get it.
D. none of the above

37. Why did the author write the first paragraph?
A. to explain the reason parents want to help teen drivers
B. to give teens a bad reputation
C. to show that teens are good drivers
D. none of the above

38. Which is the best summary of this passage?
A. Sometimes, everybody feels sorry for a brother or sister.
B. Sometimes, even fathers laugh at their kids.
C. Sometimes, it’s best to ground a bad, teen driver.
D. none of the above

39. Where might you find information about bad driving habits?
A. in an atlas
B. in a glossary
C. in a thesaurus
D. none of the above
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40. What conclusion can you draw about the narrator’s feelings about someone spying on
      him when he starts driving?

A. He can hardly wait to start driving.
B. He is worried about it.
C. He doesn’t really care one way or the other.
D. none of the above

41. The narrator talks about “spy satellite systems.” What does the word systems mean
the way it is used in the passage?

            A.  orderliness
B.  a way of using something
C.  organization
D.  none of the above

42.  What is a narrator?
         A.  Someone in a story who is bad.

  B.  Someone who tells a story.
  C.  Someone who likes to read a lot.
  D.  none of the above

43.  What is the best summary of the fifth paragraph?
A.  Some bumper stickers are humorous.
B.  “Black boxes” give details about car wrecks.
C.  There is more than one way to track teen drivers.
D.  none of the above

44.  Where would be the BEST place to find a collection of synonyms?
A.  an atlas
B.  a thesaurus
C.  an index
D.  none of the above

The Rules of Basketball – 5.9
The Growth of the Suburbs – 5.9
Tracking Teenage Drivers – 5.9
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45.  What is the place value of the 5 in the following?   12.645
A. 5 hundredths
B. 5 tenths
C. 5 ten thousandths
D. 5 thousandths

46. Which numbers are equivalent?

A. 
1
4  = 75%

B. 
1
4  = 15%

C. 
1
4  = 20%

D. 
1
4  = 25%

47. What is a good estimate of the total weight of the following students?

Darren Bill Pam Emma Ivan
97.8 102.6 86.2 93.4 100.5

A. 481
B. 479
C. 500
D. 478

48. What is the greatest common factor of the numbers 36 and 132?
A. 36
B. 6
C. 12
D. 2



12

25 Mushrooms

49. Using the benchmark shown below, how many mushrooms are in the jar?

A.  50 mushrooms B.  75 mushrooms C.  125 mushrooms D.  200 mushrooms

50. List the following numbers in order from greatest to least.

3,498,633      3,489,633      3,948,366      3,498,363

A. 3,498,633  >  3,489,633  >  3,948,366  >  3,498,363
B. 3,948,366  >  3,489,633  >  3,498,633  >  3,489,363
C. 3,489,363  >  3,489,633  >  3,498,633  >  3,948,366
D. 3,948,366  >  3,498,633  >  3,498,363  >  3,489,633

51. Which is a list of prime factors for the number 110?
A. 1,  2,  5,  10,  11,  22,  55,  110
B. 2,  5,  11
C. 2,  55
D. 1,  110

52. What is the least common multiple of the numbers 9 and 72?
A. 72
B. 3
C. 9
D. 18
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53. If you divide the number 72 by 8, the answer will be:
A. larger than 72
B. smaller than 72
C. smaller than 8
D. equal to 72

54. Angel made 48 brownies for the school bake sale.  She sold 
3
4  of the brownies she

made.  How many brownies did she sell?
A. 12
B. 36
C. 48
D. 16

55.  Identify the property shown:   (8 x 3) x 7 = 8 x (3 x 7)
A. Associative Property
B. Identity Property of One
C. Commutative Property
D. Zero Property

56.  Which shows how the expression 5(90 + 10) can be rewritten using the Distributive
       Property?

A. 5 x 90 x 10
B. (5 x 90) + 10
C. (5 x 90) + (5 x 10)
D. (5 x 90) x (5 x 10)

57. A century is equal to ______ years.
A. 1,000
B. 100
C. 10
D. 10,000
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58. The mass of an olive is about:
A. 8 kg
B. 150 kg
C. 8 mg
D. 8 g

59. Elizabeth wants to find the distance from her house to her school.  What measurement
tool should she use to find out this information?

A. a scale
B. an odometer
C. a yardstick
D. a thermometer

60. Ken went to the grocery store and bought the following items to make a salad:
tomato - $0.90, cucumber - $0.75, lettuce - $1.15, salad dressing - $2.87.  How much
money did Ken spend at the grocery store?

A. $5.00
B. $5.67
C. $6.00
D. $5.70

61. Name EF.
A. diameter
B. chord
C. center
D. radius
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62. Classify the triangle:
A. isosceles
B. scalene
C. equilateral
D. all of the above

Use the image below to answer question 63.

63. The square above represents a city park.  The city council is considering an expansion
of the park.  The city has recently purchased land adjacent to the park, which is
represented by the triangle.  If the park is expanded, how will the perimeter and area
of the park change?

A. The perimeter and area will become larger.
B. The perimeter and area will become smaller.
C. The perimeter and area will remain the same.
D. none of the above

64. Steven can earn 7 stickers a day for completing all of his chores.  Using the chart
below, how many days will it take for Steven to have 98 stickers?

2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16
14 28 42 56 70 84 n 112

A. 10 days
B. 12 days
C. 14 days
D. 16 days
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65. Find the missing number in the function table.

b = 5a
a 1 3 5 7 9
b 5 15 25 ? 45

A. 12
B. 26
C. 30
D. 35

66.  What is the value of the variable?   (2 x 7) + n = 19
A. 10
B. 5
C. 22
D. 8

67.  Choose an expression to represent the following:

Five less than four times a number.

A. 4x – 5
B. 4x + 5
C. 5 – 4x
D. 5x + 4

68. Look at the graph below.  How many more people attended the concert on Saturday
than on Wednesday?

A. 25 people
B. 15 people
C. 10 people
D. 50 people



17

69. Janice needs to create a graph for a class project, and she needs to plot the numbers
listed below.  Choose a reasonable interval for creating the graph.

45,  100,  95,  50,  150

A. 10
B. 5
C. 25
D. 50

70. The football team wants to know how many uniform combinations they can wear on
game days.  They have a pair of white pants and a pair of blue pants.  Their three
jersey colors are white, orange, and blue.  How many different uniform combinations
can they make?

A. 5
B. 6
C. 4
D. 9

71. A candy jar contains four pink, three yellow, six orange, and five green jelly beans.
What is the probability of picking an orange jelly bean if you reach into the jar
without looking?

A. 
6
6 

B. 
1
2 

C. 
5
18 

D. 
1
3 
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Use the information below to answer the following two questions.

Susan’s dog had puppies.  Two of the puppies have brown spots, three have black spots,
two are solid brown, and one is solid white.  Unfortunately, Susan cannot care for all of
these puppies, so she plans to sell them.

72. Tom is going to buy one of the puppies.  What is the probability that he will get a
spotted puppy?

A.  
5
9 B.  

1
4 C.  

3
8 D.  

5
8 

73. Ralph’s dad is buying him a puppy for his birthday.  What is the probability that he
will NOT get a white puppy?

A.  
1
8 B.  

1
7 C.  1 D.  

7
8 

74. Based on the table below, what is the probability of an economic boom?

A.  
2
5 B.  

1
2 C.  

3
10 D.  

1
5 

Economy
Condition

Occurrence
Rate

Boom 0.4

Bust 0.35

Normal 0.25
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75. Which ordered pair is in the first quadrant of the coordinate plane?
A. ( -2, -4 )
B. ( 3, -2 )
C. ( 2, 2 )
D. ( -3, 2 )

76. Which shapes are congruent?

A. B.

C. D.
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77. What is the mean for the number of people who ate pizza on a given day, based on
the bar graph below?

A. 3
B. 4
C. 5
D. 6

Pizzas Ordered From Ed's Pizza
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Figure 1

78. Which shows three clockwise 180° turns of Figure 1?

A. B.

C. D.
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79. Which shapes are similar?

A.                                                                  B.

C. D.

80. Estella is going to make a quilt for her granddaughter.  She is designing her quilt
pattern, and she needs shapes that will tessellate.  Which pair of shapes below will
NOT match-up to form a pattern?

A. B.

C. D.




